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A study on Rice Production System and Mechanization by

Agricultual Productive Corporation

A case in Tottri Prefecture

Hideo Hicuenr™, Masakatsu Kawasaxi™* , Hajime Kosavasm™ and Shoichi Ito*

The agricultual management scale in Japan is much smaller than that in the U.S.,
European countries and so on, and the labor productivity in Japan is very low relative to
those countries. Consequentry younger Generations of the farm village work force are
taking other jobs with high wages. The agricultural worker’ s average age is getting older
and older, and more and more agricultual lands are being left uncultivated, especially in
remote areas.

Above all, the prices of agricultual products such as rice, are very expensive relative to
the U.S., China, Thailand and so on.

Therefore, the group managing by farmer’ s juridical person or self —governing bodies are
taking up the issue to make the agricultural production cost lower. We investigated the
managing, working system and mechanization by farmer’s juridical person, and we
calculated the relationship between the magnifying of the management scale and the
production cost by computer simulation. If the management scale were enlarged from 1lha
to 10ha, the rice production cost would be cut in half .
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