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Quantitative Evaluation of Foreign Produced Japonica Rice

Shoichi Ito, Yoshinori Fujii, and Hideo Higuchi

Whether the rice market should be opened or kept closed has been an enormously controversial issue
in Japan during the last 5 years. Despite the significance of the issue, however, there is little
information regarding the taste of foreign produced rice.

In this research, a blind test was conducted to evaluate California and Philippine rice relative to
Japanese rice. Ninety-six people participated in this test. According to the results, a 30.3 %, 14.6%,
52.8%, and 2.3% of the participants most preferred Philippine rice (A), California rice (B), Japanese
rice (C), and California rice (D), respectively. In other words, nearly a half of the participants
preferred non-Japanese rice. There evaluation in terms of prices, at which they were happy to pay
relative to the current Japanese rice prices, were 4,717yen, 4,491yen, 5,298yen, and 3,874 yen for ( A),

(B), (C), and (D), respectively. Further, the average prices evaluated by the paticipants were found to
be not statistically different from one another.

These results indicate that Japanese consumers would fairly accept foreign produced rice as far as

tastes are considered. Given the fact that foreign rice is substantially cheaper than domestic rice, the

demand for foreign rice may be considerably large once the market is opened.
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